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FOREWORD

The 10™ of December every year marks the official anniversary of LEGAL LINK. Coincidentally
also, the 10" of December is referred to as INTERNATIONAL
HUMAN RIGHTS DAY . It is a day set aside by the UN famil y to reflect
and showcase how much successes have been garnered within its 194
member states in the push for compliance and respect for human
rights. Such a day is also celebrated to remind states of the numerous
challenges regarding adherence to human rights obligations and
commitments under International Human Rights Law. What a joy and
privilege to have LEGAL LINK celebrate its anniversary every year on
this great day called International Human Rights Day.

S

In Psalm 68 Verse 5 & 6, God is referred to as a Father to the fatherless, a defender of
widows, the One who gives home to the homeless and the One who sets the prisoners free as
well as those who are bound in chains. From this scripture, it is clear that God is the Chief
Human Rights Defender of mankind on planet earth.

When we therefore avail ourselves to serve humanity in this noble field of human rights,

where service is directed at making lives better particularly for vulnerable persons such as
disables, abused women and children, amputees, widows, Ebola/COVID-19 survivors, war
wounded, orphans and the aged, we automatical
What a privilege indeed!

The LEGAL LINK vision started in 2014 when | was pursuing my second LLM degree at the
University of Dundee, Scotland, United Kingdom. At a particular night, whilst wrapped on my
cold and freezing bed in Dundee, Scotland, the inspiration to form an organization called
CHRISTIAN LAWYERS CENTRE (LEGAL LINK) came strongly in my heart. At the time, the
vision was to primarily provide legal assistance and support to religious communities in Sierra
Leone. But the vision has now been expanded to cover also vulnerable groups.

After my return to Sierra Leone in 2015 and a brief work in public institutions, I, together with

a few Christian lawyers and human rights activists, decided to officially launch the organization
for full operation on the 10™ of December 2018 . And just six years on, LEGAL LINK has
become a household name not just in Sierra Leone but within the Africa continent winning
awards and making tremendous impact in the lives of vulnerable groups. TO GOD ALONE BE
THE GLORY! In thissix th annual report  therefore, an attempt has been made to showcase
some of the key activities undertaken by LEGAL LINK in the year 2024 as well as the successes
and challenges encountered as it seeks to defend the rights of religious communities and
vulnerable groups in Sierra Leone. Thanks to the good Lord and all our pastors, sponsors,
Board members, interns & volunteers for making this happen. WE ARE 6 TODAY!
CONGRATULATIONS!
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Rashid Dumbuya Esq, Executive Director of CHRISTIAN LAWYERS CENTRE (LEGAL LINK)
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PART ONE:

ABOUT LEGAL LINK - WHAT YOU NEED TO KN OW

CHRISTIAN LAWYERS CENTRE

LEGATYEE NI

Motto: “Defending the Rights of Vulnerable Groups in Society”

A non- profit legal advocacy group that
provides legal assistance to:

Religious Communities
Disables

Orphans

Older Persons

Abused Children
Amputees

War Wounded

Ebola Survivors
Abused Women
Environmental Rights
Labourers rights
Indigenous peoples rights
Human Rights Defenders

Office Address: 89 Fort Street, Freetown.
Tel: +232 79 167457 | +232 77 336904

Email: legallink2018@gmail.com

WHO WE ARE

Christian Lawyers Centre (a.k.a LEGAL LINK) /s registered with the Corporate Affairs
Commission of Sierra Leone as a nonprofit legal advocacy group comprising of lawyers, law
students and human right activists that seeks to provide legal assistance to the religious
community as well as vulnerable groups in Sierra Leone through legal advocacy, public interest
litigations, state and private sector accountability, enforcement of the rule of law and ensuring
respect for domestic and international laws that guarantee fundamental human rights and
freedoms.

VISION STATEMENT

o6To build and consoli date a culture of respe
effective and timely legal assistance to the religious community and vulnerable groups in

A

Sierra Leone 6 6

OFFICE ADDRESS
The Registered office is situated at 89 Fort Street, Freetown, Sierra Leone, West Africa.
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MOTTO

The Motto of t h &efddding thenrigiaseof religgons congmuriities and vulnerable
groups in SierraLleo n e . 0

LOGO

The logo of the Organisation is the scale of justice; symbolic of our pursuit of justice as a
Pre-requisite for a peaceful and serene society.

CORE VALUES
Our core values include:

LOVE
INTEGRITY
COMPASSION
COMMITMENT
SPEED

TARGETED BENEFICIARIES
We provide legal assistance and support to the following vulnerable groups:

Religious Communities

Persons with Disabilities
Amputees

War Wounded

Ebola/COVID19 Survivors
Orphans

Abused children

Abused women

Older persons

Environmental Rights
laborerés Rights
Prisonersd Rights
Indigenous Peoples Rights
Human Rights Defenders
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ORGANIZATIONAL STRUCTURE

SPIRITUAL HEADS & MENTORS

There are 3 spiritual heads appointed to provide spiritual oversight of the organization and to
help in prayers, counsel and mentorship.

BOARD OF DIRECTORS

There is a Board of Directors comprising 6 members to provide supervision and oversight of
the work of the EXECUTIVE (Administrative and General Purposes Committee) as well as the
organization.

EXECUTIVE MEMBERS

There is an EXECUTIVE also called the Administrative and General Purposes Committee
composed of 8 members - the Executive Director, Secretary, Programmes Officer, Finance
Officer, Legal aid and Human Rights officer, Organising Secretary, Office Assistan, and
PRO/Media Relations Officer.

The EXECUTIVE (Administrative and General Purposes Committee) is responsible for the day
to day running of the affairs of the organization and shall keep a list of the names of the
members of the organization.

MEMBERS

Membership of the Company is open to Sierra Leoneans and nonSierra Leoneans and is
composed of Lawyers, law students, legal volunteers, human rights activists, philanthropists
and other interested persons that believe and subscribe to the ideals and values of the
organization. Members are expected to provide voluntary services at all times and to pay a
yearly subscription (which is payable monthly) for administrative and charitable purposes.

Qualified members shall from time to time propose names of persons to become members of
the organization. Such members proposed shall be interviewed and approved at a General
Meeting.

WITHDRAWAL OF MEMBERSHIP

Any member may withdraw from the organizati or
writing to the Secretary of his/ her intention to do so and upon the expiration of the notice;
he/ she shall cease to be a member.

14



TERMINATION OF MEMBERSHIP

Membership can be terminated and dis-membership can be triggered by the Executive where
a member engages in gross misconduct or acts in ways that are contrary to the ideals and
values of the company.

CORE WORK AND MANDATE

The objects for which the company is established are: -

15

a)

b)

d)

9)

To provide legal assistance, representation and professional advice to the religious
community in Sierra Leone.

To defend and advocate for the protection and promotion of the rights of persons
with disabilities, amputees, widows, Ebola/COVID19 survivors, war wounded
neglected and abused children and women, orphans, the aged and the poor in post
conflict Sierra Leone due to the pervasive discrimination and marginalization of
these vulnerable groups within the society.

To advocate for the protection and promotion of the rights of deprived and
marginalized communities that have been negatively affected by the operations of
businesses and multinational corporations.

To advocate and defend the rights of workers negatively affected by the operations
of businesses and multinational corporations in the country.

To engage in effective and robust public interest litigations in the courts of Sierra
Leone and other African legal mechanisms in order to guarantee respect for the
fundamental human rights of the aforementioned vulnerable groups and also
stimulate legal and policy reforms within Sierra Leone and the African Continent.

To serve as a resource centre that will conduct legal research and produce thematic
reports on the rights of vulnerable groups such as persons with disabilities, orphans,
amputees, Ebola survivors, war wounded, neglected and abused children and
women, older persons, business and human rights; with particular emphasis on
neglect and omissions by the state and non-state actors thereby contributing to
legal, policy and institutional reforms in the country.

To prepare, produce, educate and disseminate thematic reports, leaflets, brochures
and other publications to deconstruct stereotypes affecting the lives of these
vulnerable groups in Sierra Leone and within the African Continent.
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h) To advocate and promote justice, human rights, rule of law, accountability, social
cohesion, democratic governance and legal /policy reforms in Sierra Leone and the
African continent at large.

i) To produce or cause to be produced jingles, skits, melo- drama, songs, albums,
documentaries, advertisements, motion displays and leaflets for purposes of
sensitizing and creating awareness to the general public on the need to respect the
rights of vulnerable groups and persons in society.

j) To render charitable services and relief support in the form of aid to a ffected
persons and vulnerable groups and communities within the society.

k) To train paralegals, offer internships, host seminars, debates, quiz competitions,
participate in international conferences and workshops, organize local conferences
and workshops and educate the public through TV and radio programmes on legal
issues pertaining to the rights of vulnerable groups and the religious community in
Sierra Leone.

I) To provide legal education to the public for effective awareness of fundamental
human rights and towards the building and consolidation of a culture of human
rights in Sierra Leone.

m) To provide scholarship assistance and operate a Scholarship Trust for the
educational welfare and support of vulnerable groups such as persons with
disabilities, amputees, widows, Ebola/COVID-19 survivors, war wounded, neglected
and abused children and women, orphans, the aged and the poor in post conflict
Sierra Leone;

n) To organize annual CHRISTIAN INTEGRITY AND DEVELOPMENT AWARDS
(CIDA -AWARDS) for the Christian community, sponsor Christian programmes,
albums, concerts, revivals, missions, crusades, prayer and worship conferences etc
in a bid to stimulate a more progressive and development oriented Christian
community in Sierra Leone.

0) To serve as an engine for reconciliation and peaceful co-existence within the
religious community in Sierra Leone.

p) To associate, negotiate; enter into agreement and joint actions with other persons,

bodi es, organi zations, institutions, MD A
affli ati on and agreement in furtherance of
herein.



g) To establish and maintain contact and network with other legal bodies, Ministries,
Department and Agencies, religious associations, Institutions, Civil societies and
organizations in Sierra Leone and outside of Sierra Leone which share similar goals
and ideals and are also engaged in the protection and promotion of the human
rights of vulnerable groups.

r) To purchase, lease, own, hold in trust, use, convey, sell or mortgage real or
personal property or dispose of the aforesaid property as may be necessary for the

execution, i mpl ementation and attainment

s) To enter into contract with persons, natural and legal as may be necessary for the

promotonand attainment of the Companyods obj e

t) To accept funding from government, local or international bodies, donations,
contributions, pledges, or other forms of lawful financial support, to invest and re -
invest any funds at hand, to use the income and proceeds thereof for the
advancement and enhancement of the purposes for which this company is
established.

u) To establish, maintain and engage in any and all lawful activities relative to the
purposes for which this company is established.

CRITERIA TO B ENEFIT FROM THE LEGAL AID PROVIDED BY LEGAL LINK

1. Beneficiaries should fall under the categories of the vuilnerable groups listed above.

2. Beneficiaries should be victims of injustice.

3. Beneficiaries should show proof that they cannot afford the services of a lawyer.

RIGHTS AND BENEFITS OF MEMBERSHIP

A fully registered and paid up member is entitled to:

Us e

the Centrebs |library and research mater.i

Use the free internet, printing and photocopying facilities at the Centre.

Obtain an | D Card and a T-shirt, cap, hand band and Polo of LEGAL LINK.

Enjoy free legal training, tutorials and capacity building.

Can receive letters of support and recommendation for scholarship and advance training from
LEGAL LINK.
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Can patrticipate in all programmes undertaken by the organization.
Can enjoy free legal assistance as and when required.

RESPONSIBILITIES OF MEMBERSHIP

Members of LEGAL LINK have a responsibility to:

Support the vision of LEGAL LINK at all times.

Uphold the core values of the organization

Provide voluntary services to vulnerable groups

Assist in the realization of the core mandate of the organization.

Attend meetings at all times.

Pay monthly subscriptions as and when the need arises.

Help to foster unity and social cohesion between and among members.
Be willing to carry out assigned duties with speed and excellence.

Be prepared to defend the values and ideals of LEGAL LINK at all times.
Be a blessing to humanity through giving of time, talent and resources.

Serve faithfully in the Executive or any other commi ittee one may be assigned to.

METHODOLOGY OF THE REPORT

This report adopts both qualitative and quantitative methodologies. The qualitative approach
reviewed reports, textbooks, law journals and articles. The quantitative approach captured
interviews, focus group discussions, expert opinions as well as activities and surveys.

SCOPE OF THE REPORT

The scope of this report covered the activities undertaken by LEGAL LINK in promoting,
protecting, advocating and defending the rights of religious communities and vulnerable
groups in Sierra Leone in the year 2024.
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PART TWO

ACTIVITIES AND INTERVENTIONS IN SUPPORT OF RELIGIOUS COMMUNITIES
IN SIERRA LEONE IN 2024

LEGAL LINK, as part of its religious mandate, undertook many activities in 2024 with a view to
train, award, advocate, represent and defend the rights of religious communities in Sierra

Leone. Listed below are the activities undertaken in 2024:

1. LEGAL LINK Conducts Legal and Compliance Training for 130 Church Leaders

and Administrators in Freetown

In line with its Christian education mandate, LEGAL LINK on the 28thof March, 2024
successfully conducted legal and compliance training for about 130 Church Pastors and

administrators in Freetown.

The training which was hosted at the Zion Praise Church, discussed highly aitical legal
compliance issues bothering on the law. The overarching objective of the intensive and mind -
blowing training was to help broaden the horizon of church leaders and administrators on the
area of the law and key legal compliance issues as they operate within and outside of the

jurisdiction of Sierra Leone.

The training ended at 5pm with prayers for members of LEGAL LINK and certificates of

participation were distributed to all participants that attended the training.
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2. LEGAL LINK Conducts Legal and Compliance Training for over 200 Church

Leaders and Administrators in Waterloo, Western Rural District

On the 25th May 2024 at the New Apostolic Church Waterloo, LEGAL LINK successfully
conducted legal and compliance training for over 200 Church Pastors and Administrators in

Waterloo, Western Rural District.

The objective of this impactful training was to help broaden the horizon of church leaders and
administrators on the area of the law and key legal compliance issues as they operate within

and outside of the jurisdiction of Sierra Leone.

The Executive Director of LEGAL LINK, Rashid Dumbuya Esq, used the occasion to intimate the
plenary that the training was a proactive step aimed at reducing the devastating statistics of
court cases against churches and pastors in Sierra Leone and to also mitigate the

embarrassment faced by the Body of Christ whenever a Pastor comes in conflict with the law.

At the end of the training, certificates were given to all attendees of the programme.
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3. LEGAL LINK Conducts Legal and Compliance Training for over 400 Church

Leaders and Administrat  ors in the Provinces

In line with its educational mandate, LEGAL LINK has successfully conducted legal and
compliance training for over 400 Church Pastors and Administrators in both Kono district and

Bombali district (Makeni) respectively.

The training which was held on Wednesday 2nd October (for Kono District) and Thursday, 3rd
October, 2024 ( for Bombali District, Makeni) discussed highly critical legal compliance issues

bothering on the law and the legal system of Sierra Leone.

Regarding the training in Kono, it was hosted by the Assembly of God church situated at
Konomanyie Street, Koidu city while the training at Makeni was hosted by the Flaming Bible

Church situated at Alex Street, off Ladies Mile, Makeni city.

The objective of the legal compliance training was to help broaden the horizon of church
leaders and administrators in the area of the law and key legal compliance issues as they

operate within and outside of the jurisdiction of Sierra Leone.

The Executive Director of Christian Lawyers Centre (LEGAL LINK), Rashid Dumbuya Esq,
during the trainings, intimated the plenary that the call to be a pastor is a glorious call and
they should be proud of themselves to have been privileged by God to be called into such
prestigious office. Conversely however, lawyer Rashid stressed that the pastoral call is one

that demands responsibility, orderliness, legal compliance and sacrifice.
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4. LEGAL LINK Organ izes its Maiden CIDA Awards to R  ecognize and Celebrate

Christian Heroes and Heroines within the Body of Christin S ierra Leone

In an effort to celebrate and recognize Christian Brethren who have exemplified integrity and
made significant contributions to the development of the Body of Christ in Sierra Leone, LEGAL
LINK within the period under review successfully organized its maiden edition of the Christian

Integrity and Development Awards (CIDA Awards) at the Harvestfield Chapel Church.

Held on the 1st December 2024, the event brought together diverse groups of Christian
heroes and heroines to openly honor and decorate them with the CIDA Awards. The Theme

forthe event wasfi Embr aci ng Diversity, Celebrating Jes

The CIDA Awards is an annual event dedicated to recognizing and celebrating Christian heroes
and heroines from diverse denominations who have exemplified a life of integrity, love,
commitment, leadership and dedication towards the unification of the Body of Christ while

making significant contributions to the development of Sierra Leone.

The highlight of the evening was the presentation of the CIDA Awards, which wer e given in
four categories. Each award recipient was selected based on their commitment to Christian
principles and dedication to making a positive impact on society. The winners were decorated

with the CIDA Awards for their outstanding accomplishments.
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One of the recipients of the Life Time Achievement Award was Rev Dr. Canon Modupeh Taylor
Pearce, a dedicated Christian servant of God who has made immense contribution to
advancing the Body of Christ for the past 30 years in Sierra Leone. Receiving the award, Rev.

Pearce shed tears of joy while admonishing Christian brethren to always demonstrated love for

one another. The goal of the CIDA Awards is to incentivize Christian unto good works.

26
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5. LEGAL LINK Condemns Unlawful Restriction of Religious Freedoms and

Movement in Kenema District

As a legal based organization with a mandate to defend the rights of religious communities
and vulnerable groups in Sierra Leone, LEGAL LINK followed with keen interest the plethora of
concerns that have been raised by the Christian brethren in Kenema District over a proposed
traditional procession ceremony by the Kayndu devil / Bondo society scheduled for Sunday
19th May 2024 and its tendency to affect the freedom of movement of Christians to their

churches and worship centres on that day.

LEGAL LINK issued a press sttement condemning any attempt to violate the Constitutional
rights of Christians to move freely to their churches and religious centers and worship their
God on that fateful day. On the same level, we appeal to all Christians in Kenema not to be
afraid or timid but remain law abiding and exercise their religious rights and freedoms with a

deep sense of cosmic responsibility and moral rectitude.

6. Chief Minister Apologizes after LEGAL LINK 6 sintervention regarding his
malicious characterization and gasligh ting Statement against the Religious

Community in Sierra Leone

LEGAL LINK, within the period under review, was deeply troubled by the malicious
characterization and gaslighting statement made by Moinina David Sengeh against religious
institutions in a national programme and in the capacity as Chief Minister of the Republic of

Sierra Leone.

As the leading legal-based Organization that defends the rights of religious communities and
vulnerable groups in the country, LEGAL LINK takes great exception to this unfortunate
statement from the Chief Minister and demanded an urgent retraction and public apology from
him to the religious community in Sierra Leone. The Chief later apologized to the religious

community in Sierra Leone over his unfortunate statements.
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7. Christian Lawyers  Centre Embarks on an Outreach tour to the Logos Hope Ship

and engages in Panel Discussions and Worship Sessions on board the Ship

Within the period under review, Christian Lawyers Centre hereinafter referred to as
LEGAL LINK paid a working visit to the Lo gos Hope Ship and crew and also engaged in panel

discussions and worship sessions on board the Ship.

The Executive Director of LEGAL LINK, Rashid Dumbuya Esq who was recently appointed as
Board Member of OM/ LOGUS HOPE did participate in the panel discusens and explained to
the plenary about the services offered by Christian Lawyers Centre to religious communities

and vulnerable groups in Sierra Leone.

According to lawyer Rashid, the coming of the Logos Hope ship to Sierra Leone is a big
blessing to all and further affords a unique opportunity for the Christian Community in
particularly to purchase cheap Christian books and literatures and forge strategic partnerships

and collaborations for community support and evangelism.

It is important to note that the Logos Hope ship is the largest floating book fair in the world
with Over 5,000 different books and literatures and about 350 people volunteers from 70
different Nationalities across the world. It aims to share knowledge, help, and hope. It

promotes education and cultural understanding by offering a vast floating bookstore and
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organizing community outreach programs. Additionally, it engages in community projects,

while also sharing a Message of faith and hope.

After a conducted tour of the Ship and Book fair, some few members of LEGAL LINK also
joined the worship and entertainment sessions at the Cafeteria of the Ship blessing the lives of
visitors and crew members with spiritual songs. The LEGAL LINK team had lots of fun onboard

the ship and also enjoyed the meals and ice cream sold on a cost recovery basis on board the

ship.
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8. Christian Lawyers Centre Launches 0 fe Christian and the Law 06Radio Program at

Flaming Voice of Hope Radio Station

Within the period under review, Christian Lawyers Centrelaunches the Christian and the Law
Radio Program. The rationale for the radio program is to broaden the legal horizon of pastors,
church leaders and administrators about the law and ultimately prevent them from being in

conflict with the law as they carry out their day to day activities within the state.

The program seeks to entertain legal questions from the Christian Community on the laws and
justice system so as to give clarity and increase their understanding of diverse subject matter

and complex issues bothering on the law.

The program was moderated by Lawyer Rashid Dumbuya and team and it took place on many
Sundays from 7:30 pm to 9pm at the Flam ing Voice of Hope Radio FM 93.7under the auspices
of the Flaming Bible Church and His Grace, Bishop Dr Abu Koroma, the General Overseer of
the Flaming Bible Church.

(.w) CGHRISTIAN LAWYERS GENTRE

PRESENTERS
BISHOP DR, FREDERICK ABU KOROMA U ETCCIS GONELISSSS | AWYER RASHID DUMBUYA & TEAM
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PART THREE

ACTIVITIES AND INTERVENTIONS IN SUPPORT OF VULNERABLE GROUPS
IN SIERRA LEONE IN 2024

9. LEGAL LINK Launches the Securi ty Watch Quarterly Newsletter Report on the

use of Force a nd Firearms in Sierra Leone

Christian Lawyers Centre (hereinafter referred to as LEGAL LINK) on Thursday, 1st February
2024 atts headquarters in Freetown successfully |

Newsletter initiative.

Speaking at the launching ceremony, the Executive Director of LEGAL LINK, Rashid Dumbuya
Esqg, affirmed that the fASecurity Wat chontbQtaar t
clarion call for law enforcement agencies to understand that impunity has no place in modern

day democracy and that law enforcement officials must be held accountable for wrong and
excessive use of force in the discharge of their duties. He added further that this initiative

would serve the purpose of being an independent security fact-finding and fact-checking hub

in the country.

Participants who were in attendance expressec
LEGAL LINK's effort to achieve this initiative and cautioned that LEGAL LINK display

professionalism and objective in the writing of the security watch newsletter.
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10. LEGAL LINK Celebrates Valentine's Day with Orphans and the Aged at Grafton,

Freetown

In a heartwarming gesture aimed at spreading love and compassion, LEGAL LINK on
Wednesday, 14th February 2024, extended its caring hand by donating food items worth

millions of Leones to the Old People’'s Home and the Manaheim orphanage in Grafton,
Freetown. The event was organized as part of LEGAL LINK's annual Valentine's Day

celebration seeking to uplift the spiri ts of the less privileged in society.

The | eadership of both the Ol d Peopleds Home
delight over the food items and gifts presented, and thanked LEGAL LINK for coming to their

aid at a time when everyone seemed to have forgotten about them.

The programme ended with prayers and beautiful songs of appreciation from the old people

living in the Old People's Home at Grafton.
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11. LEGAL LINK Plays Host to the First Sierra Leone Law Conference Held at

Fourah Bay Co llege, University of Sierra Leone

In a well-attended ceremony by representatives from the four colleges offering law programs
in Sierra Leone, LEGAL LINK on Thursday 29th February 2024, successfully hosted the first

Sierra Leone Law Conference, which tookplace at the Multii Purpose Hall, FBC.

According to lawyer Rashid Dumbuya, the Executive Director of LEGAL LINK, the purpose of

the Law Conference was to hold a public dialogue on the theme: " Towards the harmonization
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of standards, admissions, curriculum and grading systems within Universities offering law

courses and exploring new employment opportunities for legal practitioners in Sierra Leone.o

The 2024 Law Conference ended with a question and answer session and light refreshment
was also served to the audience. It was agreed by all at the end of the Sierra Leone Law
Conference that the conversation on harmonization of standards must continue and that law
Universities across the country must take the message to their constituencies and make a

strong case for reforms.
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